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GA2022-1 
13 September 2018 

 

CMJA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting which took place at the BCEC, Brisbane, Australia on the above date at 
13.30pm.   

 
PRESENT 
(#denotes Member Association representative notified to CMJA) 
(*denotes individual member) 
(! denotes Institutional Member) 
 

John Lowndes (in the Chair)* Australia Tim Workman* England and Wales 

Patrick Latham* UK James Dingemans #* England and Wales 

William Bailhache #* Jersey Godfrey Kaweesa # Uganda 

Roxanne George-Wiltshire #* Guyana Katrina Walubita * Zambia 

Betty Rawheath* South Africa Vince Luppino Australia 

Greg Smith Australia David Lambourne* Kiribati 

John Birch * Australia Ian Cox #* South Africa 

Richard McMahon#* Guernsey Jane Sifali Zambia 

George Kaoma Zambia Omar Makungu* Zanzibar 

Chester Crooks #* Jamaica Akinwale Oladimeji Nigeria 

C. Wigwe Orch Nigeria Ibiere Foby* Nigeria 

John Keniapisia Solomon Islands Roger Coventry* England and Wales  

Sedina Agbemava Ghana Jane Quaye * Ghana 

Ejembi Eko Nigeria Florence Owiny-Dollo Uganda 

Mulela Munalula * Zambia Peter Olabisi Ige Nigeria 

Sir Salamo Injia *# Papua New Guinea Clara Kataps * Nigeria  

Ayoola Ruqayat Nigeria Amina Ahmed Bello * Nigeria 

Leigh Gower * Canada Y Owuhene Acheampong Ghana 

Felix Datsomor * Ghana Joshua Chibwe Zambia 

Alan Large * England and Wales Leeona Dorrian * Scotland 

Glenn Theakston Australia Judith Mulama Kenya 

Bernadette Boss * Australia B. Rajendran * India 

Rosaline Bozimo * Nigeria Marshall Umokoro * Nigeria 

Kate Abiri Nigeria Garba Musa Nabaruma Nigeria 

Kwamee Okpu Nigeria Munobe Samuel * Uganda 

Isaac Kintu Uganda Rex Faukone Solomon Islands 

Alexandra Nkonge Rugadya Uganda Albert Rugadya Atwoki Uganda 

John Logan* Australia Lovemore Chikopa Malawi 

Tanweer Ikram * England and Wales Graeme Mew * Canada 

Lynne Leitch  #* Canada Exhobert Zulu Zambia 

Charles Nyawello* South Sudan/EACJ Goye Yahaha Hamman Nigeria 

Musa Sande Baushe*  Nigeria Pauline Mulenga  Zambia 

Fydes  Hamaundu  # Zambia Alice Nyirenda Zambia 

Albert Rocky Palmer #* Solomon Islands Tanya Fong Lim * Australia 
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Bridget Shaw * Jersey David Armati * Australia 

Orazio (Ray) Rinaudo #* Australia Vashti Chatoor Montserrat 

Indra Charles * Bahamas Amy Mwebe Zambia 

Betty Malupenga Zambia Evelynne Olwande Kenya 

Moses Phiri Zambia Godwin Ibemesi Nigeria 

Jim Seuika Solomon Islands Linda Bradford Morgan #* Australia 

Douglas Allan * Scotland Andrew Normand * Scotland 

Richard Williams #* Cayman Islands Mary Beth Sharp #* New Zealand 

Gordon Liddle #* Scotland Sybil Roach Tennant * England and Wales 

Ei Oh Sun * Malaysia Richard Cosgwell * Australia 

Winston Patterson * Guyana Michael Fletcher * Scotland 

Michael Lambert* England and Wales Charles  Mkandawire* Malawi 

Shamim Qureshi * England and Wales Anand Satyanand * New Zealand 

Constant Hometowu * Ghana Terrance Clackson * Canada 

 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Dr Karen Brewer 
 
The President welcomed participants to the Meeting.  He reported that the CMJA had lost a number of 
members and supporters since the last meeting, Justice Kipling Douglas, Sir Henry Brooke, Hon. Robin 
Milhouse and more recently the Chief Justice of the Bahamas, Justice Stephen Isaacs had passed away.   
A minute silence was held in honour of those in the judiciary who had passed away since the  last 
meeting.  
 
1.  MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING 
 
1.1 Minutes 
The minutes of the last General Assembly Meeting held in Wellington, New Zealand had been circulated 
and were available on the CMJA’s website.   
 
It was resolved: to sign the minutes as correct. Balasundaran Rajendran proposed, Patrick Kiage 
seconded.  
 
1.2 Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising from the last meeting.  

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies had been received from John Vertes, Linford Pierson, Norma Wade Miller, Sandra Oxner and 
Olufolake Oshin. 
 
3. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
The President’s report had been made available on the website.  The President indicated that it had 
been a privilege and an honour to serve the CMJA for 3 years and he thanked the Steering Committee 
and the Executive Committee amongst many that were named in the Report for their support over the 
last 3 years.  He pointed out that the Secretary General’s report mentioned many of the challenges 
faced in her report including the continued violations of the Latimer House Principles which were 
adopted 20 years ago.  It was regrettable that only the Australian Capital Territory so far has attempted 
to implement the Principles in their jurisdiction.  He also pointed out that he had been able to impart 
some of the valuable work of the CMJA at non-Commonwealth conferences (such as the IAJ Conference 
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which he was privileged to attend which was held held in Santiago  de Chile in 2017) especially when 
judicial independence was under threat everywhere.   
 
It was resolved: to note the report.  
 
4. HON.  TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
The report by the Hon. Treasurer had been made available on the CMJA website.   The Treasurer 
reported on the accounts for the last 3 years.  The balance sheet at 30/4/2018 was strong due largely 
to the success of the Conferences over the last 3 years.  CMJA was deeply grateful to all the host 
judiciaries for this. 
 
He reported that the CMJA was continuing to try and grow the membership and over 80 new members 
had signed up at the CMJA Conference in Brisbane.  He also reported that the CMJA was trying to 
diversify its sources of funding and was deeply grateful to Lady Brenda Hale, the Patron of the 
Endowment Fund, for launching the CMJA’s Legacy Campaign at the Conference.   
 
It was resolved: to note the report.   
 
THE REPORTS FROM: 
5. EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT’ 
  
The report of the Executive Vice President had been made available on the CMJA’s website.  The 
Executive Vice President took this as read.  However, he pointed out that he had one task to perform.  
Following a recommendation from the CMJA Council, the General Assembly were asked to nominate Sir 
Anand Satyanand as an Honourary Life Member of the Association.  Sir Anand was a long time supporter 
of the CMJA and was a former judge, ombudsman and Governor General of New Zealand and former 
Chairperson of the Commonwealth Foundation.   
 
It was resolved:  
(a) to note the report.  
(b) The Meeting  agreed by acclamation to approve Sir Anand’s nomination as Hon. Life Member of the 
Association.     
 
The President presented Sir Anand with a certificate of Honourary Life Membership. Sir Anand, in his 
acceptance speck indicated that he had worked closely with the CMJA secretariat during his time as 
Governor and as Chairman of the Commonwealth Foundation and hoped, with his personal linkages in 
the Pacific, to provide some useful support to the CMJA in the region and beyond.   
 
6. THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
 
The report had been made available on the CMJA’s website and was taken as read.  The Secretary 
General also updated the meeting on some of the developments since the report. She indicated that the 
CMJA had just issued a Statement at the Conference on the Suspension of the Chief Justice of Lesotho 
which had happened during the Conference.  This had been circulated and would appear on the website 
in due course. 
 
It was resolved: to note the report.  
 
7. REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS  
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The regional reports received from the six regions had been made available on the CMJA website.   
 
It was resolved: to note the reports by acclaim.  
 
 
8. DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMES 
 
It was resolved: to note the report.  
 
9. GENDER SECTION CHAIR 
 
It was resolved: to note the report.  
 
10. EDITOR OF THE JOURNAL 
 
The Secretary General invited all participants to consider submitting articles to the Journal in the 
absence of the Editor.   
 
It was resolved: to note the report  
 
11. ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION  
 
11.1 Nomination for President 
Only one nomination had been received for the Presidency, that of Justice Charles Mkanadawire of 
Malawi who had been a long standing member of the CMJA Council.  The nomination received was 
endorsed by acclamation at the General Assembly.  Annexed to these minutes is the acceptance speech made 
by the incoming President. 
 
It was resolved: to appoint His Hon. Justice Charles Mkandawireas President of the Association for the period 
2018-2021. 
 
11.2 Regional Council Members  
The following elections to Council had taken place at the Regional Meetings held on 11 September 
2018: 
 
Atlantic and Mediterranean 
Regional Vice President:  Justice Lynne Leitch, Canada 
First Council Member: Mrs Sybil Roach Tennant, England and Wales 
Second Council Member: Sheriff Gordon Liddle, Scotland 
 
Caribbean  
Regional Vice President:  Justice Richard Williams, Cayman Islands 
First Council Member:  Mr Chester Crooks, Jamaica 
Second Council Member:  VACANT 
 
East Central and Southern Africa 
Regional Vice President:  Justice Patrick Kiage, Kenya,  
First Council Member:   Ms Mantakiso Nthunya, Lesotho 
Second Council Member: Ms Katrina Walubita, Zambia  
 
Indian Ocean 
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Regional Vice President:  Justice Balasundaran Rajendran, India 
First Council Member:   Mr Ei Oh Sun, Malaysia 
Second Council Member:  VACANT 
 
 
Pacific 
Regional Vice President:  Judge Mary Beth Sharp, New Zealand 
First Council Member:  Mrs Linda Bradford Morgan, Australia 
Second Council Member:  Judge Richard Cogswell, Australia 
 
West Africa 
Regional Vice President:   Justice Constant Hometowu, Ghana 
First Council Member:  Chief Magistrate Ibiere Foby, Nigeria 
Second Council Member:  Chief Magistrate Musa Sanah Baushe, Nigeria 
 
Any vacancies would be filled by resolution of Council.  These elections were endorsed by acclamation at the 
General Assembly. 
 
The President thanked the outgoing Council and in particular those who were not standing for re--
election. 
 
11. 3 Gender Section Representatives 
The following elections to Council had taken place at the Regional Meetings held on 11 September 
2018: 
 
Atlantic and Mediterranean 
Gender Section Representative: Mrs Bridgit Shaw, Jersey 
 
Caribbean  
Gender Section Representative:  Justice Carolita Bethell, Bahamas 
 
East Central and Southern Africa 
Gender Section Representative: Ms Naume Sikhoya, Uganda 

 
Indian Ocean 
Gender Section Representative:  Judge Khema Wickremasinghe 
 
Pacific 
Gender Section Representative:  Mrs Linda Bradford Morgan, Australia 
 
West Africa 
Gender Section Representative: Justice Sedina Agbemava, Ghana 
 
12 AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
 
The President explained that the proposed amendment to the Constitution in the form of an additional 
article (13.4) about Removal of Membership had been left over from the last amendment which had 
taken place in 2009.  The CMJA Secretariat had experienced the behaviour of 1 or 2 members whose 
actions had been incompatible with the CMJA’s position as a voluntary organisation but had had to date 
no way of removing members under this category. The provision provided for the opportunity for a 
member to respond to any behaviour that was deemed incompatible with their membership and had 
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the right of appeal. The proposed amendment was in line with provisions of other voluntary 
organisations. 
 
It was resolved: to amend the CMJA’s Articles of Association to include the following provision:  
“Article 3.14: 

 
(a) If it appears to the Council, after due investigation, that a member has been guilty of conduct which 

renders the person unfit to remain a member, including through damage to the reputation of the 

Association, the Council shall send to the individual concerned a statement of the alleged conduct. 

The Council shall give the member a reasonable opportunity to provide an explanation, in writing or 

in person, as he or she chooses. 

(b) If, in the light of the member’s explanation (or failure to respond), the Council considers that the 

person should no longer remain a member of the Association the Council may by resolution supported 

by three-quarters of those present and voting, agree that the individual cease to hold membership of 

the Association and be deleted from the Membership database. 

The member concerned may appeal against such a decision.  The Appeals Board will be composed of the 
President, an Hon. Life Vice-President, and the Executive Vice President.” 
 
13.  DECLARATION ON THE INDEPENDENCE AND INTEGRITY OF THE LOWER COURTS.  
 
A copy of the proposed Brisbane Declaration on the Independence and Integrity of the Lower Courts had 
been made available on the CMJA website.  The President explained that this document stemmed 
from the resolution take at the CMJA’s General Assembly in 2009:  “This General Assembly deplores the 
fact that in parts of the Commonwealth the independence of the magistracy is inadequately safeguarded 
and requests Council in collaboration with the Commonwealth Secretariat to take positive steps to 
eliminate these breaches of the Latimer House Principles wherever they occur”.   The Status of 
Magistrates (i.e.: judicial officers of limited jurisdiction) Report of 2013 included in its annex a Guideline 
for the Independence and Integrity of magistrates.  In their Communiqué at their meeting in Perth in 
2011, Commonwealth Law Ministers had indicated that they would “consider taking appropriate steps 
to strengthen their domestic legal frameworks and other measures for assuring the independence and 
integrity of their magistracy.”  To date little had been done and it had been the Executive Committee’s 
view and CMJA Council’ view that these Guidelines should be elevated to the status of a declaration.   
 
James Dingemans representing England and Wales, asked whether or not the provision in Article 18 (d) 
which provided that judicial education should be made available to lawyers was meant to include all 
lawyers.  The President pointed out that this was mainly aimed at jurisdictions where there was little 
training, if any for newly appointed judicial officers in the lower courts and providing training before 
appointment could enhance the understanding of their role as judicial officers .   
 
Roxanne George- Wiltshire representing Guyana indicated that she felt that the training of practising 
judges on judicial matters was very wide ranging and the provision could be tightened up.  
 
William Bailhache representing the Jersey judiciary expressed his concern about this and a number of 
other provisions which he felt had been drafted for the larger countries in the Commonwealth and 
terms did not necessarily fit, in his view, with the requirements of small states.   
 
Godfrey Kawessa representing the Ugandan Judicial Officers Association indicated their support for the 
Declaration which was something that the developing democracies were in need of especially as the 
lower courts in many of these countries faced daily challenges in the areas indicated in the Declaration. 
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The President pointed out that Declarations were soft law and were not binding in any way.  There was 
no obligation to follow all the provisions but it did provide those who needed these provisions with 
support.  
 
With a show of hands the Member Associations voted by a majority for the Declaration with 2 Member 
Associations voting against.   
 
It was resolved: that the Declaration was endorsed and could be issued.  
 
14.  SPEECH BY THE NEW PRESIDENT 
 
Justice Mkandawire made the following acceptance speech at the Conference: 
“  This honour to be elected President of the Commonwealth Magistrates’ and Judges’ Association 
(CMJA) gives me great joy and represents a personal challenge to me.  I would like to thank you all 
members of the General Assembly, for the trust that you have placed in me.  I promise one and all that I 
will be worth of the mandate of President of the CMJA, with which the General Assembly has just 
entrusted me. 
 
I would also like to express my gratitude to the immediate past President of CMJA His Hon. Chief Judge 
John Lowndes for his enlightened leadership and generous spirit with which he has served our 
Association since 2015.  I would further like to thank all the outgoing Council Members for their 
wonderful contributions to the Association during their tenure of office.  Last but not least, I would like to 
thank Dr. Karen Brewer, our Secretary-General, and Temi from our secretariat in London for their tireless 
efforts on behalf of the ideals of this Association. 

The CMJA was founded almost five (5) decades ago thanks to the determination of its founder: 

i) to advance the administration of the law by promoting the independence of the judiciary, 
ii)  to advance education in the law, the administration of justice, the treatment of offenders and 

the prevention of crime within the Commonwealth and  
iii) to disseminate information and literature on all matters of interest concerning the legal process 

within the various countries comprising the commonwealth. 
The community of peoples that they founded is very different today from what it was in 1970. It is global 
first of all because the representative of the Associations affiliated to it are far more numerous that they 
were then and now exemplify all the diversity of the commonwealth judiciaries. 

The progress made in information technology, which we could not even have imagined just a few 
decades ago, and the increasing flows of persons, goods and capital creates a   network that underpins 
our interdependence. 

Everything is moving faster and is close by.  In that environment, new global challenges have emerged.  
Climate change, terrorism, International crime, extremism, money laundering, human trafficking, 
corruption and Cyber Crime have now joined war and poverty. This has led judiciaries in the 
Commonwealth face more complex issues hence making the CMJA more relevant than before. 

I would like to conclude with some more personal reflections, whilst confirming my absolute commitment 
and great motivation.  I also want to assure the General Assembly that I intend to be accessible to every 
member and to ensure the effectiveness of our secretariat through our Secretary General. 

Our secretariat is facing great challenges that it must overcome.  But I accept my mandate with great 
hope and steadfast conviction. 

I sincerely thank all of you for your attention. 
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May God bless you.” 

 
 
15 OPEN DISCUSSION  
 
The President indicated that the Regional Vice Presidents, like the President were tasked with ensure 
that the CMJA Council was informed of what was happening in the regions.  
 
16.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no other business. 
 
17. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT CONFERENCE/TRIENNIAL 
 
The next conference would take place in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea from 8-12 September 2018.  
 
Signed 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman  


