
GUIDELINES ON PROCEDURE FOR 
REGIONAL MEETINGS
Whilst the Agenda of the Regional Meeting may include any relevant matter for discussion, the first and primary objective of the Meeting is to seek and agree upon nominations for election to Council and the nomination of the Gender Section representative. 

Each Regional Meeting shall elect its own Chairperson, who will normally be the Regional Vice-President for the Region if they are present at the Conference (or in their absence the next senior by years of service on Council, from the region), and also a Secretary who will take notes of the proceedings for subsequent reporting back, if required to the General Assembly.
NOMINATIONS

All nominations should have been received by the Secretary General by 5 SEPTEMBER 2025.  However, she may have extended the deadline and the Chairperson should be made aware of the deadlines.  Only can be nominated to Council 
Member Associations and Individual Members can propose up to three nominees with a maximum of one nominee per Regional Council position.  The Chairperson will receive the list of Paid-Up MEMBERS (MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS) prior to the meeting. 
At least two of those three Members shall be practising judges or magistrates from courts with limited jurisdiction and one Member can be a judicial officer of unlimited jurisdiction.
Each Nominee must have been provided with a copy of the Council Job and/or Regional Vice President Job Description. 
Each Nominee must have provided a brief resume (no more than 200 words) about themselves and these will be provided to the Chairperson. Proposers should have first ascertained the willingness of the nominee for their name to go forward.  
REGIONAL MEETINGS
Regional Meetings for the Six Regions outlined in the Constitution will take place on MONDAY 21 September 2025 at 15.30 hrs at the Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara Conference Centre, in separate rooms set aside for this purpose.  All delegates of Member Associations attending the Conference are entitled to attend their own Regional Meetings and all Individual Members are entitled to attend the regional meeting for the Region in which they are residing.  
ONLY MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE FULLY PAID UP SHALL BE ALLOWED TO SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP WITHIN THEIR REGION. 

 (Articles 3.10, 3.11 and 8.1 of the Constitution) 

Each fully paid- up Member Association must nominate one delegate with the right to vote on its behalf and must provide the Secretary General of the CMJA with the name of that individual.  Please refer to Articles of Association and complete and return form GA/3 by the 5 September 2025 at the latest.
ONLY THE OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS WHICH ARE FULLY PAID UP SHALL BE ALLOWED TO VOTE AT THE REGIONAL MEETING.

ONLY INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS WHO ARE FULLY PAID UP WILL HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE AT THE REGIONAL MEETING 
The Chairperson will receive the list of Paid Up MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS prior to the commencement of the meeting. 

ELECTIONS
The Chairperson of the Meeting shall circulate the nominations received for the three positions for the particular Region ensuring that a fair representation of the Region is made.

Should there be more than three nominations put forward, the matter will have to go to a vote in accordance with the Constitution.

The position of Regional Vice-President would normally be considered first.  In the event of a vote where the existing Vice-President is a nominee and is chairing the meeting, he or she will vacate the Chair during such an election in favour of someone elected by the Meeting for this purpose.  Only fully paid Member Associations may vote for the election of the Regional Vice President. 


The remaining two Council Members will be elected from the nominations submitted by Member Associations and Individual Members in terms of Article 8.11 of the Constitution.  Only fully paid Member Associations may vote for the election of the First Elected Council Member and only fully paid up Individual Members may vote for the election of the Second Elected Council Member. 


In the event of there being only two nominations for Elected Council Membership, i.e.: not requiring a vote, then their candidatures for the Council shall be endorsed by the Meeting.


In the event of a vote being required in the Regional Meeting, Articles 7.3, 7.4 of the Constitution will  be used as a guide for Member Associations (i.e. where there is represented only one Member Association from a particular Commonwealth country, that Member Association shall be entitled to exercise FOUR votes; where there is more than one Member Association in a country, the Member Associations shall be entitled to exercise a total of four votes to be divided amongst them by agreement between Member Associations concerned.  It is suggested that the Member Associations of the Commonwealth country concerned agree prior to the Regional Meeting how the votes should be divided).  Individual Members are entitled to vote only for the Second Elected Council Member.   Article 7.15 of the Constitution should be followed in this case.  Individual Members have ONE VOTE.


In the event of an equality of votes, a second ballot will be held.  If after the second ballot there is a tied vote, the Chairperson of the Meeting will have a casting vote.  
A note of the nominations proposed by the Regional Meeting shall then be compiled and given to the CMJA Secretary General, no later than 17.00hrs (The Gambia time = GMT) on Wednesday 24 September 2025, in readiness for the General Assembly on Thursday 25 September 2025  for formal election to the Council.


Should there be less than three nominations put forward, the Chairperson of the Regional Meeting will inform the Secretary General and the General Assembly may give authority to Council to fill the vacancy at a later stage.


In addition to these Guidelines please refer to the Articles of Association (attached).  

