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By Justice Lynne Leitch, Gender Section Chairperson  
 
Meetings of the Gender Section were held in Brisbane, Australia, and Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 
during each of the CMJA conferences in these cities  in 2018 and 2019 and virtually in 2021.   

The 2018 meeting of the Gender Section included a presentation on “Judicial  Work and Domestic Life: 
Managing the Boundaries” by Professor Kathy Mack who shared the research she and Professor Sharyn 
Roach Anleu have undertaken.   

Professor Mack’s presentation was followed by shared discussion among the participants in small groups.   

he 2019 meeting began with a presentation by Judge Kumudini Wickremasinghe, then a judge of the 
Court of Appeal of Sri Lanka, and Indian Ocean Representative to our Gender Section, addressing the 
topic of marital rape and the perspective on that issue in Sri Lanka where there are proposed 
amendments to the Penal Code in Sri Lanka to make marital rape a crime. Following Judge 
Wickremasinghe’s presentation there was extensive discussion regarding the challenges of responding 
to domestic violence. It was noted that societal education is required as well as judicial training. 

Attendance at the Gender Section meetings (by male and female judicial officers) has significantly 
increased over the years, which reflects increased interest in gender related topics. Importantly, also, 
representatives from many parts of the Commonwealth participated in these meetings.   

During our virtual meeting in September 2020, Dr. Peter Jaffe, a noted Canadian psychologist discussed 
the prevention of domestic homicides. This experience was very rewarding and inspiring for Dr. Jaffe 
and me as we engaged with 77 judges spanning the Commonwealth for two hours on a Sunday morning.  

As a result of the discussions at our Gender Section meetings, the 2020, 2021 and early 2022 editions of 
the CMJA Gender Section Newsletter focused on new initiatives and resources to assist the judiciary to 
be more sensitive and effective in their response to gender-based violence against women and girls.  

I am very grateful to Dr. Brewer, for her assistance in creating bi-annual editions of our Gender Section 
Newsletter. We recognize promotions and other accomplishments of female judicial officers. We also 
report on reforms undertaken to redress gender imbalance and bias in the hope that these positive  

initiatives can assist others in promoting gender equality in their jurisdictions.   

The newsletters have also been enhanced by articles contributed by our members.  We continually 
encourage members to share issues, court decisions and related legislation from each of their regions.   

It is very rewarding to witness the growing interest in, and support for, the Gender Section. Thought-
provoking speakers and opportunities for discussion have enhanced participation in our meetings and 
created interest in our newsletters. 

I hope that the progress made over the past four years continues with further developments 
strengthening the Gender Section.                                 
                                                           Respectfully submitted,   

           Justice Lynne C. Leitch                                                                                  
Canada 


