President’s Report – 2022-2025

It is a pleasure to provide a report on the activities of the CMJA for our triennial conference.

Most importantly, I reiterate what I have reported previously – our Association benefits from the dedication of our very knowledgeable and highly competent Secretary General, Dr. Karen Brewer.

We are also indebted to the advice and guidance of our Executive Committee - executive vice-president Tim Workman; our Director of Programmes Shamim Qureshi; the Chair of our Steering Committee, Andrew Normand; and Sybil Roach Tennant. The Executive Committee has been augmented by the participation of Justice James Dingeman and Donald Corke over the past year.

The Executive Committee has met regularly over the past year with as many people attending in person as possible. 

Unfortunately, our Honourary Treasurer, Mr. Suri Araniyasundaran who was appointed in May 2024 has recently resigned, and we have begun a search for his replacement.

We are also very grateful to the Members of Council who have participated in the Council meetings in 2023 and 2024 in person or online and contributed to the activities of the CMJA in their regular input on challenges to judicial independence across the Commonwealth.

The CMJA has continued to monitor issues of judicial independence across the Commonwealth. In particular, we have monitored threats against judicial independence and the rule of law in 2023 in Botswana, Fiji, Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, Sri Lanka and Samoa; in 2024 in Kenya, Fiji, Kiribati, Nigeria, South Africa and Trinidad and Tobago; and. in 2025 in Kenya, Ghana and the Maldives.

In collaboration with the Commonwealth Lawyers Association and the Commonwealth Legal Education Association, we have jointly issued statements expressing concern by referencing non-compliance with particular provisions of the Latimer House principles. 

Through Dr. Brewer, the CMJA has worked with the UN Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges, briefed representatives from the Commonwealth Secretariat, monitored the implementation of the Latimer House Principles around the Commonwealth and liaised and maintained relationships with many partner organisations, international judicial bodies, non-governmental organisations and intergovernmental organisations.

The CMJA has been represented at various conferences and has offered training across the Commonwealth engaging volunteer members who live proximate to the hosting country.

We have continued to distribute impressive publications – our Newsletter, the Gender Section Newsletter and the Commonwealth Judicial Journal.

We have expressed our deep gratitude for the long service and support given by Peter Slinn on his retirement as Chairman of the Editorial Board of the Commonwealth Judicial Journal and were delighted to welcome Keith Hollis as his replacement. The Committee also wished Ei Sun Oh well in his new position as Editor of the Journal as of January 1, 2024.


Our 2023 Conference in Cardiff, Wales and our 2024 Conference in Kigali, Rwanda  were  well attended and engaging, a credit to all involved and in particular our Director of Programmes.

The financial success of our Cardiff conference in particular with the large number of attendees, the increase in individual memberships and the timely receipt of fees from member associations has improved our financial circumstances over the last three years.

We have been grateful for the contribution from the interns who have worked with Dr Brewer. We are also deeply grateful for the freelance assistance provided by Jo Twyman in relation to the Conferences and Membership.  

We continue to pursue the hiring of an Executive Administrator to enhance the work of the CMJA.

Continuing to encourage individual memberships is important and a promotional brochure was approved at our Council meeting in September 2024.

We have discussed proposed amendments to our constitution to reduce the number of trustees and directors to lessen the number of filings required under the money laundering and anti-terrorism legislation of the United Kingdom.

We will also now have 4 classes of membership – member associations, individual members, institutional members and affiliated members.  The regional representatives will be increased to 4.

At our September 2024 meeting, Council approved of these proposed amendments to our constitution in principle and formally passed a resolution during this past year authorizing the Association to present the new Articles to the 2025 General Assembly for approval. 

We have been very fortunate to have pro bono assistance from Latham and Watkin in relation to this work. 

We have been active in planning our 2025 conference in The Gambia and as a member of the Steering Committee, I must acknowledge, and express appreciation for, the hard work of that committee as well as the Local Organising Committee led by Justice Awa Bah 

It has been an honour to contribute to the important work of the CMJA over the last three years.

Respectfully yours
Justice Lynne C. Leitch
President












