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COMMONWEALTH MAGISTRATES’ AND JUDGES’ 

ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2022 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

2018-2022 

By The Honourable Justice Charles Mkandawire Justice of Appeal 

It gives me great pleasure to present this report to both the Council of the CMJA and the CMJA 

General Assembly. 

2.  May I begin by saying that it has been an absolute privilege and honour to have served as 

President of the Commonwealth Magistrates’ and Judges’ Association (CMJA) over the past four 

years and have been a member of the Council of the CMJA, as well as a member of the 

Executive Committee and Steering Committee. On a sad note since 2018, the CMJA has lost 

members and friends. A list of members and friends who passed away that I am aware is as 

follows: Former Chief Justice Augustino Rahmadhani-Zanzibar, former Chief Justice Idris Legbo 

Kutigi-Nigeria, Justice Leigh Gower-Canada, Justice Charlie Quinn-Cayman Islands, Justice Chaka 

Makaooane-Lesotho, Justice Regina Sagu-Papua New Guinea, Sir Nicholas Kirriworm-Papau 

New Guinea, former Sheriff Brian Lockhart-Scotland, Mrs Gloria Millwood-former Council 

Member-Jamaica, Chief Justice Irene Mambilima-Zambia, former Chief Justice Lovemore 

Munlo-Malawi, former Chief Justice George Elliot Harre-Cayman Islands, former Chief Judge 

Robert Magnus-Singapore, Mr David Stewart-Scotland.  May their Souls RIEP. 

3. I thank all members of Council for their hard work and greatly appreciated contributions over 

the last four years in promoting the aims and objectives of the CMJA. 

4. It has been a pleasure to have worked with the other members of the Executive Committee 

and Steering Committee comprising the Executive Vice President (Tim Workman), the Secretary 

General (Dr Karen Brewer), the Treasurer (Patrick Latham), the Director of Programmes (Judge 

Shamin Quresh), Sheriff Douglas Allan, Mrs Sybil Roach Tennant, Sheriff Andrew Normand as 

well as Regional Vice Presidents. I am indebted to all members of the two committees for all 

their hard work and support during my term as President. My special thanks go to our Secretary 

General Dr Karen Brewer for the important role she plays in the day to day activities of the 

CMJA and strategic expertise that she has shared with me. I also wish to thank  Temi Akinwotu 

former CMJA’s Executive and Administrative Officer, who has provided invaluable support to 

the activities of CMJA  during her engagement with the CMJA. Finally, let me thank our 

conference organizer Jo Twyman for the invariable assistance in preparation of our conferences 

including the 19th Triennial Conference. 
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5. As you may agree with me, 2018-2022 has been a very vexing period for the CMJA. The 

Secretary General’s report has covered a lot of ground. I will therefore endeavor to avoid 

repetition. 

6. I am proud as I am sure all of you are – of the activities and achievements of the CMJA over 

the last four years. Despite the fact that the world was devastated with the COVID 19 

pandemic, the CMJA did not relent in playing its critical role of monitoring threats against 

judicial independence and the rule of law across the Commonwealth. These are recorded in the 

Secretary General’s Report. 

7. Between 2018 and 2022 the Association has made representations concerning judicial 

independence.  During the same period, the CMJA has continued to demonstrate its role as a 

“watch dog” when there are threats against judicial independence and the rule of law around 

the Commonwealth. I could go on for a long time showering praises on the good work done by 

the CMJA during my tenure of office. That work that has been mentioned in the Secretary 

General’s report represents achievements that we should all be justly proud of. 

8. During the past four years, I have come to appreciate the importance of the work that the 

CMJA lenders to the entire Commonwealth Global Village. The CMJA needs adequate funding 

and resources to undertake this important work. The CMJA currently depends heavily on the 

membership subscriptions to fund its activities and projects. Without the financial support of its 

members, both institutional and individual, the work and influence of CMJA is limited. I would 

therefore urge Council Members to assist in your respective regions, so that annual 

subscriptions are paid in a timely manner. 

9. During my tenure of office, I was privileged to have been invited on behalf of CMJA to attend 

several meetings and conferences. 

• I attended the Southern African Chief Justices’ Forum Conference 28-31 October 

2018 in Lilongwe, Malawi. Theme of the conference was “Strengthening Judicial 

Independence:Towards a shared vision of Judicial selection and appointment.” The 

conference brought together Chief Justices and Judges from East, Central and 

Southern Africa.  At the end of the conference, the Southern African Chief Justices’ 

Forum adopted the “Lilongwe Principles and Guidelines on the Selection and 

Appointment of Judicial Officers.” In a nutshell, the Principles refer to Guidelines 

relating to: transparency, independence of selection and appointment authority, 

fairness, appointment on merit, stakeholder engagement, criteria, minimum 

requirements, fit and proper standards, diversity, sourcing of candidates, shortlisting, 

vetting and stakeholders’ engagement, interview and selection, decision making, 

appointment, post appointment and applicability. 

• Attended the Kenyan International Jurists 2018 Annual Jurists Conference , Cape 

Town, South Africa 20-24 November 2018. The theme of the conference was “The 

State of Judicial Independence in Africa: Threats, Challenges and Opportunities.” I 
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was requested to speak on applications of principles and standards of judicial 

independence with particular reference to what do Commonwealth (Latimer House) 

Principles provide as far as the institutional independence is concerned. 

• The International Commission for Jurists (ICJ) invited me to attend and speak during 

the training of Judicial Officers on Access to Justice for Persons with Disabilities from 

1-3 October 2019 in Lesotho. I was asked to speak on Judicial Independence with 

emphasis on the Latimer House Guidelines. Our Council member from Lesotho Chief 

Resident Magistrate Matankiso M. Nthunya was in attendance. 

• From 4-7 November 2019, I attended the Commonwealth Law Ministers and Senior 

Officials Meeting in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Theme of the meeting was “Equal Access to 

Justice and Rule of Law.” I presented to the Commonwealth Law Ministers a 

comprehensive CMJA Report which centred on threats against judicial independence, 

Commonwealth (Latimer House) Principles-implementation,  judicial appointments 

Commissions, Latimer House Dialogue Toolkit, Status of Magistrates, judicial 

education and training, judicial standards, ethics, anti-corruption mechanisms, 

cybercrime and awareness training on gender and human rights. 

• The German Federal Minister of Economic Affairs invited me as CMJA President to 

attend a Conference on “Judicial Integrity in the 21st Century-Supporting Strong, 

Independent African Judiciaries.” The conference took place from 26-28 January 

2020 in Berlin, Germany. Participants were drawn from North America, Latin 

America, Africa, Asia, Caribbean, Europe, Australia, Pacific and Middle East. 

• I was invited by UNDOC to attend a High-Level Meeting of the Global Judicial 

Integrity Network held in Doha, Qatar from 24-27 February 2020. During the 

meeting, in collaboration with the International Bar Association (IBR) and the 

International Association of Judges (IAJ) held a panel discussion on “Judicial 

Immunity and Due Process in Determination of Allegations of Judicial Misconduct.” 

I was privileged to moderate the session which comprised three speakers namely 

Justice Lynne Leitch of Canada (Regional Vice President for Atlantic and 

Mediterranean), Judge Gerhard Reissner (Honorary President, International 

Association of Judges) and Sara Carnegie (Director of Legal Projects, IBR). 

• In March 2020, I participated in a panel discussion organized by the ICJ Africa Region. 

The objective of the webinar was to exchange experiences about existing measures 

and activities in Africa COVID 19 responses. The other panelists were from  

Botswana, Kenya, Uganda and Zimbabwe. 

• On 28th July 2020, as President of CMJA, I participated in the inaugural webinar which 

included the Secretary General of the Commonwealth Secretariat. The theme for 

discussion was “The Impact of COVID 19 in the Rule of Law Across the 

Commonwealth.” 

• On invitation by the Magistrates’ and Judges’ Association of Zambia (MAJAZ), from 

16-18 December 2020 in Livingstone, Zambia, I attended the MAJAZ Tri-Annual 



4 
 

General Meeting and Elective Conference. The theme of the conference was 

“Improving Institutional Capacity for Effective Service Delivery.” I delivered a 

speech in line with the theme and also made a presentation on the Aims and 

Objectives of CMJA. 

10.  Once again it has been an honour and privilege to have served as President of the CMJA 

over the last four years and to have been actively involved in the Association’s leadership role 

in the promoting and strengthening judicial independence across the Commonwealth. I am also 

grateful for having been given the unique opportunity of informing non-Commonwealth 

countries of the very important work done by the CMJA. 

 

 

 

 

 

        

    

 

 


