RECOMMENDATIONS FROM 

THE GENDER AND HUMAN RIGHTS WORKSHOP 

held in Nadi, Fiji Islands, 28/29th May 2004

The CMJA, together with the CLA and the Legal and Constitutional Affairs Division of the Commonwealth Secretariat, organised a 2 day workshop on Gender and Human Rights in the wings of the 7th Commonwealth Women's Affairs Ministers Meeting. 

The Workshop was attended by over 30 paralegals, lawyers (in both the public and private sector), magistrates and judges from: TheCook Islands, The Fiji islands, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Tonga,Tuvalu and Vanuatu and was chaired by The Hon. Chancellor and Head of the Judiciary of Guyana, Justice Desiree Bernard. Desiree Bernard had just returned from a judicial colloquium in the Caribbean on CEDAW. A third of participants at our workshop were men. 

The overall aim of the workshop was to develop a Gender and Human Rights Toolkit for utilisation by paralegals, lawyers and the judiciary throughout the Commonwealth, in order to sensitise and raise awareness of gender issues. Ultimately, it is hoped that this will result in improved delivery of appropriate legal services by both legal practitioners and the judiciary.

Over the two days, the Workshop considered the following 

" The CEDAW Convention and its Optional Protocol; 

" Gender Based Violence focussing in particular on domestic violence, violence against women and children perpetrated by the authorities and in conflict situations;

" HIV/AIDS and Human Rights and HIV/AIDS and the situation in PNG;

" Barriers to Accessing Justice by women and the position of women in the criminal justice system; 

" The Rights of Indigenous Peoples (especially indigenous women) 

" Land Rights by Sue Farran, from the USP in Vanuatu.

The Workshop made a number of Recommendations and considered a first draft of the Gender Toolkit which the CMJA and CLA undertook to re-work in the light of comments received. 

7TH WOMEN'S AFFAIRS MINISTERS MEETING 

The CMJA also participated as an observer at the 7th WAMM and made a report on the outcomes of the Workshop. During the run up to the meeting, the CMJA also participated in the consultation on the ne Plan of Action on Gender and Equality agreed at the Ministers Meeting - copies of the Plan of Action and Communiqué from the Meeting are available on the Commonwealth Secretariat's website: www.thecommonwealth.org
