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2008 marks the Tenth Anniversary of the Latimer House Guidelines on Parliamentary Supremacy and Judicial Independence, and the Fifth Anniversary of the endorsement by the Commonwealth Heads of Government of the Commonwealth (Latimer House) Principles on the Accountability of and the Relationship between the Three Branches of Government ("the Principles"). The Principles became an integral part of the Commonwealth fundamental values at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Malta in 2005. 

The Principles had been the the result of five years of sustained advocacy, negotiation and co-operation between a number of civil society organisations, stakeholders, professional associations, governmental departments and inter-governmental bodies, across a range of different sectors

A Pan African Forum was convened in Kenya in 2005 in order to consider the practical measures the various branches of government should undertake in implementing the Principles within the region, including specific activities to strengthen the capacity and independence of the parliamentary, judicial and legal professions. The Nairobi Plan of Action for Africa (NPAA) was adopted at the Forum and stakeholders were assigned responsibilities within their relevant sectors to promote and facilitate implementation of the Principles.

To mark the two anniveraries and to review the implementation of the Principles, the Commonwealth Lawyers' Association (CLA), The Commonwealth Legal Education Association (CLEA) The Commonwealth Magistrates' and Judges' Association (CMJA) and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) decided to hold a Colloquium in Edinburgh in the wings of the Commonwealth Law Ministers Meeting. The Colloquium was held with the support of the Comonwealth Secretariat, Commonwealth Foundation and Scottish Executive, as well as the Canadian and Jersey judiciary.

The Colloquium built on this previous experience and involved various partner organisations, many of whom were involved at the outset and represented the stakeholders in each sector, in addition to Law Officers, and Law Ministers.

The Collloquium reviewed of the NPAA and draw on the relative progress, successes and failures in the 3 years following its adoption. Although endorsed 5 years ago, Commonwealth countries lag behind in full implementation of the Principles.

By virtue of their membership of the Commonwealth, countries make a commitment to the shared fundamental values and principles of the Commonwealth, at the core of which is a shared belief in, and adherence to, democratic principles. 

Recent challenges to democracy, respect for the rule of law and the separation of powers in a number of Commonwealth countries served to highlight the growing relevance of the Principles to governments and citizens alike. 

The Principles provide a roadmap for democracy and good governance through their emphasis on the separation of powers, fostering mutual respect between the different branches of government, and facilitating accountability. The Colloquium addressed the level of awareness and implementation of the Principles in various Commonwealth countries to date, in addition to the practical problems which arose in respect of preserving the independence of the judiciary and parliament, gender and ethical issues, accountability mechanisms and examples of good and bad practice. The aim of the Colloquium is to create awareness of the Principles amongst the various stakeholders across the Commonwealth.

66 lawyers, judicial officers, parliamentarians, legal academics, law officers and members of the Executive, from over 20 jurisdictions in the Commonwealth participated in the Colloquium and contributed to the review of the implementation of the principles as well as the formulation of a Plan of Action for Implementation throughout the Commonwealth. 

Click here for the Edinburgh Plan of Action
