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Understanding the Courts and the Judiciary

SURVEY I
Online Instructions- Type Responses in the grey shaded boxes below. 

As you type in the response the box will expand to fit your answer
1)  It is assumed that your jurisdiction has standard provisions for the protection of the independence of the judiciary. 
a.  If this is not the case could you please describe how that independence is safeguarded.
     
 
b.  If it is the case, in what areas could the situation be improved?

     
c.  Whatever the constitutional position, do you consider that in practice there is sufficient protection of judicial independence in your jurisdiction?
     
2) Do all levels of judicial officer, including magistrates and, where appropriate tribunal chairs with a judicial function, have the same level of constitutional protection? If not, what are the safeguards for the independence of more junior levels of judicial officer?
     
3) What, if any, are the threats or obstacles that you see in your jurisdiction both to judicial independence as a whole and to your own position in particular?
     
4) If you have identified any such threats or obstacles, have you any suggestions as to how they could be overcome?

     
5) In many cases threats to independence arise from a misunderstanding of the judicial role. Is this your experience?

     
6) If this is your experience what steps do you consider could be taken by the judiciary as a body, or by individual judges to improve the situation?

     
7) There are more serious cases where there are threats to judicial independence in order to establish administrative supremacy above the rule of law. Have you experienced this?

     
8) If so, again, what steps do you consider could be taken by the judiciary as a body, or by individual judges to deal with such threats and to prevent them recurring?
     
9) Would you be prepared to participate in a pilot training programme on behalf of the CMJA on judicial independence issues directed to the judiciary, administration, and civil society in your jurisdiction, or to promote such a programme? It is anticipated that funding may be available for such a programme.

     
10) Are there mechanisms in place in your jurisdiction to promote understanding of the courts and the legal system amongst the public generally? Do you know of civil society organisations
 involved in spreading awareness of the judiciary system?
     
11) In your jurisdiction does the media actively promote an independent judicial system? Are arrangements in place for members of the judiciary to brief or liaise with the media? Do you think such a course is desirable? 
     
12) Who has primary responsibility for the setting of the budget, salaries, and pensions of magistrates and judges? How much consultation is there?
     
13) An independent judiciary is reliant on an independent bar. Are you satisfied with the professionalism and independence of the profession in your jurisdiction? 

     
14) If you sit in a very small jurisdiction with limited or no access to legal advice and representation, what are the particular difficulties that you face in exercising your function independently?

     
15)  Please add any further contribution which you feel may be relevant.
     
Voluntary personal information

NAME             


DATE             

COUNTRY     
Thank you for taking the tine to complete this survey.
Please return to

Secretary General

CMJA

Uganda House, 58-59 Trafalgar Square,

London WC2N 5DX
�











� Civil society organizations (CSOs) include community groups, labour unions, teacher unions, professional associations, human rights organizations, faith-based organizations and parts of the media and academia.
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