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UNDERSTANDING THE COURTS AND THE JUDICIARY

Survey II
Online Instructions- Type Responses in the grey shaded boxes below. 

As you type in the response the box will expand to fit your answer
1) It is assumed that your jurisdiction has standard provisions for the protection of the independence of the judiciary. 

a.  If this is not the case could you please describe how that independence is      safeguarded.
     
 
b.  If it is the case, in what areas could the situation be improved?

     
c.  Whatever the constitutional position, do you consider that in practice there is sufficient protection of judicial independence in your jurisdiction?
     
2)   What, if any, are the threats or obstacles that you see in your jurisdiction to judicial independence?

     
3) How effective is the separation of powers between the legislative executive and judiciary?  Is the level of separation sufficient enough to protect judicial independence and also the best interest of society?  If not, what should be done to resolve this?

     
4) How efficient do you perceive your court system to be?  Do you perceive corruption to be a major contributor to inefficiency and delays to justice?  If yes at what level do you believe the this corruption to exist?

     
5) Are you aware of any codes/guidelines of conduct for 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
A) Judicial officers
 FORMCHECKBOX 
B) Court personnel

 FORMCHECKBOX 
C) Lawyers

6) How representative are the courts and judicial administration of the society they belong to?  Do you believe there is a transparent appointments system? 

     
7) Does your legal system use Alternate Dispute Resolution mechanisms such as arbitration and mediation?  To the best of your knowledge in which areas are these used?
     
8) Does your legal system incorporate traditional courts?  If traditional courts exist, are they more popular?  If yes, is this because 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
A) They are considered to better uphold the rights of the poor?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
B) The processes are more understood or accessible?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
C)  Because of long delays in the formal legal system?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
D)  For another reason?  Please elaborate below

     
9) What measures have been taken with the judiciary to  allow women and other historically disenfranchised groups access to the justice system?

     
10) In many cases threats to the independence arise from a misunderstanding of the judicial role.  What mechanisms are in place to inform members of the public about the courts and the legal system?  Are legal materials accessible to all language groups?  

     
11) To what extent do you think the media:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
A) Understands what is meant by judicial independence

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 B) Supports an independent judicial system

     
12) What arrangements are in place for the judiciary to brief or liaise with the media?  How can the press improve understanding and accessibility?
     
13)  An independent judiciary is reliant on an independent bar.  Are you satisfied with the professionalism and independence of the profession in your jurisdiction?
     
14) Do you perceive judicial officers to take a conservative or activist approach toward human rights?  Are you aware of the international treaties that your jurisdiction has ratified? 

     
15) What measure are in place to educate the youth about the court system, in or outside of schools?  Please describe.

     
16) If you sit in a very small jurisdiction with limited or no access to legal advice and representation, what are the particular difficulties that you face in exercising your function independently?

     
17)  Please add any further contribution which you feel may be relevant.

     
Voluntary personal information

NAME     


DATE     


COUNTRY     
Thank you for taking the tine to complete this survey.
Please Return 

To 

Secretary General

CMJA

Email: info@cmja.org
�








PAGE  
2
Survey II

